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SUBJECT: US-USSR ENVIRONMENTAL AGREEMENT: INTEGRATED PEST MANAGE- 
MENT (02.03-1 1) - U.S. DELEGATION VISIT REPORT 
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1 . SUMMARY. TWO U.S. SCIENTISTS COMPLETED 45-DAY VISIT TO COLLECT 
WEED SAMPLES JULY 24. SOVIETS DENIED ACCESS TO TWO PRIMARY 
COLLECTION AREAS. SOME USEFUL FIELD WORK DONE BUT OVERALL 
VISIT A DISAPPOINTMENT. SCIENTISTS OUTLINED POTENTIAL MUTUAL 
BENEFITS FROM COOPERATION. RECOMMEND U.S. SIDE EXPRESS TO SOVIETS 
DISSATISFACTION WITH PROGRAM. END SUMMARY 

2. TWO U.S. SCIENTISTS, DRS. LLOYD ANDRES AND ROBERT HAWKES 

OF THE AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH LABORATORY FOR BIOLOGICAL CONTROL 
OF WEEDS, VISITED THE USSR (MOSCOW, LENINGRAD, KISHINEV, 

DUSHANBE, YEREVAN, TASHKENT AND SIMFEROPOL) JUNE 1 1 - 
JULY 24 UNDER SUBJECT AGREEMENT. 
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3. ANDRES AND HAWKES CAME PRIMARILY TO COLLECT THE WEED 
HALOGETON GLOMERATUS. ANDRES HAD FOUND THIS WEED IN 1965 IN 
BOTH THE NUKUS AREA SOUTH OF THE ARAL SEA AND THE SUGATINSKIY 
VALLEY EAST OF ALMA-ATA AND RETURNED SPECIFICALLY TO COLLECT 
IN BOTH AREAS. DESPITE U.S. REQUESTS (REFS A AND B) AND 
APPARENT SOVIET CONCURRENCE (REF C), SOVIETS DID NOT PROVIDE 
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ACCESS TO THESE AREAS. INSTEAD, THEY ARRANGED WHAT AMOUNTED 
TO A PROGRAM OF SCHOLARLY TOURISM: FAMILIARIZATION VISITS 
TO COLLECTIVE FARMS AND AGRICULTURAL INSTITUTES COUPLED WITH 
TOURS OF LOCAL CULTURAL SPOTS. ONLY AFTER REPEATED REQUESTS 
DID U.S. EXPERTS SUCCEED IN DOING FIELD WORK, PRIMARILY IN 
THE FERGANA VALLEY IN TADZHIKISTAN. THEY DID NOT, HOWEVER, 

GAIN ACCESS TO NUKUS OR SUGATINSKIY OR COLLECT HALOGETON 
GLOMERATUS SAMPLES. DESPITE THE VALUE OF CONTACTS WITH 
SOVIET SPECIALISTS, ANDRES AND HAWKES WERE DISAPPOINTED 
WITH VISIT, OBSERVING THAT THEY HAD "WASTED A MONTH." 

4. ANDRES AND HAWKES LEARNED ON THEIR ARRIVAL JUNE 1 1 THAT 
THEY WOULD NOT BE GOING TO EITHER AREA. EMBASSY HAD ADVISED, 
HOWEVER, ON MAY 17 THAT TWO SCIENTISTS WOULD NOT BE PERMITTED 
TO VISIT NUKUS (REF D). 

5. ANDRES AND HAWKES OBSERVED THAT THERE IS CONSIDERABLE ROOM 
FOR MUTU ALLY-BENEFICIAL FUTURE COOPERATION IN FIELD OF WEED 
CONTROL. U.S. PROBABLY STANDS TO GAIN MORE BECAUSE WE HAVE A 
GREATER PROBLEM WITH WEEDS INDIGENOUS TO THE USSR THAN SOVIETS 
HAVE WITH WEEDS OF AMERICAN ORIGIN. I.S. HOPES TO LEARN, FOR 
EXAMPLE, SOVIET TECHNIQUES FOR CONTROLLING HALOGETON 
GLOMERATUS, WHICH IS WIDESPREAD IN UTAH, WYOMING AND 
NEVADA RANGELAND. SOVIETS AREHAVING PROBLEMS WITH RAGWEED, 
WHICH HAS ARRIVED IN THE USSR WITH U.S. GRAIN SHIPMENTS. 

RAGWEED IS A GROWING CONCERN IN KRASNODAR AND KUBAN 
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REGIONS IN PARTICULAR. 

6. SOVIETS ARE ALSO INTERESTED IN U.S. INTEGRATED PEST 
MANAGEMENT METHODS AND TECHNOLOGY. ACCORDING TO ANDRES AND 
HAWKES, THE USSR LAGS BEHIND THE U.S. IN THIS AREA BY 5-10 

YEARS. THE U.S. SPECIALISTS ALSO NOTED THAT SOVIET QUARANTINE 
COMPETENCE IS MARKEDLY INFERIOR TO OURS. 

7. WE BELIEVE THAT SOVIETS SHOULD BE APPROACHED ABOUT THEIR 
FAILURE TO FOLLOW-THROUGH ON COMMITMENT TO PROVIDE FIELD 
PROGRAM, PARTICULARLY IN SUGATINSKIY VALLEY, FOR DRS. ANDRES 
AND HAWKES. THE DEPARTMENT, WITH EPA CONCURRENCE. 

MAY WISH TO EXPRESS U.S. DISSATISFACTION TO SOVIET 
AUTHORITIES. OR, IF THE DEPARTMENT AND EPA PREFER, THE 
EMBASSY COULD BRING THIS MATTER TO SOVIET ATTENTION HERE. 

PLEASE ADVISE. 

TOON 
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